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	Your Child, Their Summer
	You want your child to grow. To forge real friendships. To discover what they're capable of. To have an enriching  summer of discovery, exploration, and development.
	The challenge? Most summer camps tell your children what to do. They keep them busy. They don't give them room to choose, to fail, to grow into the leader and friend they are capable of becoming.
	Black Bear Lake is different. We're here to help you give your child that freedom.
	Eight weeks where your child decides what they do. Where they stretch their limits. Where they make friends who share their interests. Where they build the kind of confidence that lasts far beyond summer.
	You're the hero giving your child the gift of camp. We're the support team.

	The Best Version of Your Child
	We believe children grow when they have agency, community, and support, so we designed every aspect of camp with intention.
	Choice
	Your child picks from over 50 electives each week. Archery. Horseback riding. Culinary arts. Science. Drama. Pottery. Zipline. They build their own schedule. Every week, they choose differently. Every week, they discover something new.

	Friendships
	Real friendships happen when your child spends time with others who share their interests. Not forced groups. Not assigned activities. Like-minded campers bonding over shared experiences.

	Growth
	Trying something new is a big step. We make it safe. Our staff, nearly all former campers themselves, know that growth happens when you venture outside your comfort zone.


	Your Child’s Guides
	Black Bear Lake is built by people who grew up here. Nearly every staff member was shaped by camp. They come back summer after summer because they know camp changes lives.
	Your child isn't supervised by employees counting down until the buses depart. They're guided by people who remember what it felt like to be in their shoes. Who know that camp transforms kids.
	Guides who come back because they know what camp can do.
	Our Campus
	40-acre campus, 5-acre lake, and water park
	3 heated pools and 3 waterslides
	Dedicated Cubs areas
	Mountain tubing, rock walls, and 50+ electives to choose from
	Air-conditioned indoor spaces and buses


	The Youngest Campers
	Jr. Cubs & Cubs: Ages 3-5
	Your child's first camp experience is a big moment. We get it.
	Cubs have their own world: outdoor play, water exploration, creative arts, music, and nature. Routine. Consistent caregiving. Activities matched to their age and stage.
	This summer, Cubs benefit from new facilities: a revamped sports field and basketball court built for their age.
	They'll develop water safety skills, make friendships, and build confidence in a safe, celebrated space.
	For most Cubs families, this is the beginning of a 10+ year journey at Black Bear Lake. Our 90%+ return rate says it all: Cubs love it here.
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	Instructional & Free Swim
	The Power of Choice
	Choice is the cornerstone of the Black Bear Lake program. Research shows that when children have agency over their time, they develop stronger confidence, deeper engagement, and lasting friendships.
	Jonathan Haidt's work writing The Anxious Generation proves it: children need autonomy and real challenges to build resilience.
	At Black Bear Lake, choice isn't an add-on. It's how we develop your child.
	How It Works
	Every week, your child chooses from over 50 electives. They rank their top picks. We build their schedule. Don't love it? Electives can easily be switched. The choice stays theirs.

	The Result
	When kids choose, they show up engaged. They make friends with kids who share their interests. They own their summer. They discover passions they didn't know they had.

	That's eight weeks of becoming more themselves.

	2026 Events Calendar
	WEEK
	MONDAY
	TUESDAY
	WEDNESDAY
	THURSDAY
	FRIDAY
	COLOR WAR CAN BREAK OUT ANY TIME DURING THE SUMMER!
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	What Our Families Say
	Our kids absolutely count down the days to summer at Black Bear. The staff creates such a warm, supportive environment, and we've seen incredible growth in both of them year after year. Priya, West Windsor
	Last summer was my daughter's first summer at Black Bear. After week one, she begged me to sign her up for all 8 weeks. She loves Black Bear so much she wished she had camp on the weekend. Mom win! Rosalyn, Colts Neck
	As a GSTA parent, we're always looking for environments that match the same level of professionalism, care, and passion we've come to expect, and Black Bear Lake delivers on every level. Our child is choosing activities they genuinely love. Lauren, Freehold
	Sending our children to Black Bear has been one of the best decisions we've made. They come home more confident, independent, and full of stories every single day. Rajiv, Princeton
	Read more here:

	Safety & Security
	The safety of your children is our absolute first priority. Before day one, every staff member completes hours of in-person training meticulously planned by our year-round team. Staff training is the foundation of everything we do.
	We train and drill staff intensively on emergency procedures. We're in constant contact with New Jersey State Police for security planning and periodic check-ups. We're next door neighbors with the Millstone Fire Department, giving us additional emergency response support.
	Black Bear Lake is accredited by the American Camp Association for health and safety standards. Criminal background checks are required for all staff with three references. At no time is a camper without adult supervision.
	Your children are in the best hands possible.

	The Black Bear Experience
	That's what you gift children when you sign up for camp: transformative experiences.
	Black Bear Lake: Where your kid chooses their own adventure.

	picnics &

